OUT   OF  JOINT
England? Now that a new world war seems to be threatening, you
are beginning it with a class war. The Women's Auxiliary
Territorial Service, one of those home-front formations which
you are organizing Tor an emergency3, is to be officered almost
exclusively by women from the exclusive club, on the principle
that 'the right type of girl will more readily enlist under a woman
of social position than one, however capable, of middle class or
working-class origin3.
Do you hear it? Do you remember its forerunner: cThe British
soldier will follow a Public School Man into hell, but not a ranker
wallah'. Do you remember Raymond Asquith, writing from the
trenches in the last war: clf you look at the honours lists it is always
the same story: the Dukes have proved to be the bravest men of
all, and after them the Marquesses'.
'However capable!' Out upon your capable middle-class
women, your capable working-class women. Gangway for the
Duchesses! Of the sixty County Commandants of your Women
Territorials, the petticoat generals, twenty-six are titled, many
others are from titled families. You can imagine where this force
will stand if Fascism is coming in England,
But back to The Times. Before the last war The Times did this
great service of informing its readers about the motives and aims
of Kaiser Wilhelm's Germany. In those days it was owned by
the John Walters, the family of professional newspaper publishers
which had founded the paper nearly 150 years before and had
built its unique renown. During a period of financial stress the
majority of the shares passed into the hands of Lord Northcliffe
and The Times became, with nearly all other English newspapers,
the mouthpiece of a millionaire. Afterwards the controlling inter-
est passed to Major J. J. Astor, whose brother, Lord Astor, controls
the leading Sunday political organ, the Observer.
The power of the Press is a most debatable quality. I myself
am in doubt abgut the power it wields. Its power in Germany is
very great, not because of what it reveals, but because of what it
conceals. In England, apart from the deification of the white tie,
the diadem, the Mayfair wedding, the debutante, and the studious
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